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BAIL series, which continued up to BAIL VII in 1994. The BAIL conferences were held in diverse places: Dublin, Novosibirsk, Shanghai, Colorado, and Beijing. The BAIL series has been restarted with the first of the new series taking place in Perth, Australia 2002 and BAIL 2004 will take place in Toulouse, France. The proceedings of the BAIL conferences contain papers on a broad range of theoretical and applied problems where boundary and interior layers occur.
Throughout his academic career, John maintained contacts with colleagues in many parts of the world, including Russia. These led him to stage BAIL IV in Novosibirsk in 1986. The resulting Irish-Russian contacts have continued to flourish over the years and now there is ongoing collaboration between several Irish and Russian researchers. John also maintained close contacts with many colleagues in the USA. In the 1980s he was simultaneously appointed to the positions: Adjunct Professor at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio and Director, Institute for Computational Mechanics in Propulsion, NASA Cleveland, Ohio, USA; but he did not take up these positions due to administrative changes in NASA.
Within Ireland, John continually sought ways to promote computational mathematics. He has supervised the work of over thirty graduate students in numerical mathematics and, over the years, has won research contracts in the research programs of the European Commission, Enterprise Ireland and the US Army, which he used to fund his research students. The bulk of his publications (over one hundred published papers and three research monographs) has been in numerical analysis for singular perturbation problems and semiconductor device modelling. He has also published papers on general numerical analysis, zeros of polynomials and mathematical models associated with drug delivery systems, riblets, elasticity and classical problems in fluid dynamics. This reflects John's continued interest in applied numerical analysis.
Since retiring from Trinity College, he has devoted himself essentially full-time to his research interests, which include special numerical methods for linear and nonlinear partial differential equations with solutions exhibiting multiscale behavior, especially for problems with a high Reynolds number, and scientific data analysis for spike trains in neuroscience. As a specific example of this recent activity, John coorganized a minisymposium devoted to numerical methods for singularly perturbed problems at the conference "Computational Methods in Applied Mathematics", held in Minsk in July 2003. He is also a regular visitor to the National University of Singapore. We hope that John continues his interests in applied mathematics and enjoys all the new ventures that he undertakes.
